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ADVERTISEMENT. 


4 HF, publication of this diſcourſe is en- 

tirely ging to the requeſt f friends, Inos 
having Be mot i 7 Want Bang: it. They 
were pleaſed to tell me, it was uſeful aud ge- 
ceprable fo them i in bearing of at, ant they were 
in hapes it might {through the bleſſing of Gad) 
be uſeful toothers. How far they and T have 
Heun our judgment and prudence, in the e 
Fair, Hall be Ig eft undetermined here, The man- 
ner in which it is executed hands in need of a= 
pologies I own; but I. ſhall make none for the 
matter of it. Ft cames into your bands, Reader, 
accompanied with my earneſt prayers, that if 
may be of fervice to your ſoul; i if you are bete 
tered, and God honoured, I am pleaſed and re- 
warded. Ir contains what I call Truth, and 
what I preach and eſteem. I have endeavoured to 
keep clrar of Arminianiſm on the one hand, and 
Antinomianiſm on the other; being perſuad- 
ed that they are dan gerous extremes, and dam- 
nable herefies! I hqve laboured todo juftice, 
both to law and goſpel ; works and grace: [ 
bave indeed been ſomewhat particular, in 1 prov 
ing the law to be the believer”. s Rule of Life; 
Tuncunt to be fo, and deſerve ta have my mouth. 
Ropped for ever, if I did not believe and teach 
font great e. The Fading article of reve- 
lation 


* 


1 e 


„ „„ — — 


lation is is, „ that ſooereign grace is at once tht. 


efficient cauſe 2 our ſaluation, and ich ; #;boly 


converſation: Under the influence 9 this im. 
portant doctrine, dee to «ren * ＋ | 
to live and die. TT 


Kare 


Te reader, who as 4 ; bearer, wil "tad 
fome all variation in the mad: of expreſſion, : 


though the general lun, and the ſubhtancr of zoe, 


Fernen, 4 are the Nane. Jets plain, but. I hope it 
17 pure: *trath i 29 ' better. than elegance 3 Jo8, 
may be miſled by the latter, but. never. UL the. 


| Verner. The 10440 reader 2 excuſe 1; inaccu- 
Facies, a 1 45 not make 55 er ta . 


other. © 

I give my Fincere thanks ; to my 8 — 
wer 22 enough to ſlicit this publication, af, 
furing them, that Vn next to my on alvation 1 Y 

T wiſh to be 10 happy infirument of. their pre- 
Ent conf, ort, end ſuture happineſs ; and have. 

only to add. my proyers to the Lord, that pure... 
rell gion , in all its branches may Hou riſh ; ths, 

the believer may bew his faith by his works, 


and all who name the name of Chriſt depart, 


from iniquity. In a word, while we live upon 
that grace which came by Jeſus Chriſt, we 
_ may. walk according ta that law which u \ 


given by Moſes. 
I commend this dl. diſcourſe, and the reader, ts 
the %% ng of God, and am, Ge. 


Cannon Street, 5 
November 2 1% | _ ., 
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But this { Jhall * the: rden Har K will 
mate with. the Houſe of Iſrael: Al, 


b theſe days, faith, the Lord, I 1011 ut 7 
T7 law it in their inward Parti, and write it in 


g their hearts, and will be their, God. hs 
55. n Hall be my feople. 


VERY oppoktivn to the G6 of 18 4 
es aimed at the root and Pon 
tion. of fa vation ; 5 and every apf nition to 
the Law, 4s a ſtroke aimed at 1 
tion of morality and all practical religion. 
"Tis a happineſs, never enough to | be valued, 
to know the truth, or to have a right judg- 
ment of the Whole ward of God. In What 
does religion confift, but in a ſound judg-, 
ment, a gracious: heart, and a good: life ? 
or, to expreſs the fame idea in other words, 
it conſiſts ima clear perception of the.truths 
of the Bible, an heart-felt experience of 
their ſweetneſs and power, andy a hol 
B and. 


. 
. * 
1 . 1 
* 
—— - own een ws — — 
40> T2 aro — 2 — 


1 


ö and 838 conduct in every part le: 
A man may have orthodox notions, and bad 


practices; 0p be a found believer, and a 


wa” ver ;. So on the other hand, a man 
e a Uebent life,” and Jet be Try! in- 


2 as 5 his belief. It is therefore the 
duty and work of miniſters to inſtruct men 


in the nature and tendency, glory and uti- 
lity, of the truths and things of God: 
They ſhould lay before them the nature of 
the two covenants of works and grace; and 
endeavour to ſet them ri ht in all matters 
of faith and practice, The word of God is 
very explicit on theſe points; ; and it ſhould 
be the ſtudy and pleaſure of the Lord's ſer- 
vants, to lead their people to the knowledge 
of the truth as it is in Jeſus, ſo far their 
abilities admit. N., 

| The words of our text have reſpe ct to the 
coyenant of grace, which the Land ſaid he 
would make with the houſe of 1/ael*, &c. 
or make known to the houſe of Tel, as 
may be read. This covenant is of 4 dif- 
ferent nature from that made with the fa- 
"thers of Iſrael, as the context ſhews. 5 In 


* The Reader will obſerve, that I have a the wa 
through this diſcourſe a applied the phrafe, Houfe of 1fracl, 
in the text, to Abraham's Hpiritual ſeed ; who are (aid to be 
Cbriſri, aui heirs according to the promiſe; Gal. iii. 29. And 
' who are elſewhere called, The Vrael of God, God's ele, — 
The Ee and hou of Chrif, and by various + other names 


a 


* 


P43" 
this, God engages to write his law in their 
hearts, to be their Ged, and they to be his 


cople. There were reaſons of the higheſt 


moment why the Lord would and did make 


known another covenant to his people; and 


his doing ſo will be to his own honour and 
their happineſs for ever. Wo be to ſinners 
had not this been the eaſe !' Glory to God 
for this covenant, and the proviſion made 
in it for ruined creatures! Here our ſalvation 
took its riſe here the glorious preparation 
was made to bring the choſen of ny Lord 
0 glory and happineſs” ©: 
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In diſcourſing Hrſher on theſe TER 
We Gall, Nei 15 
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* Briefly 4 bj nature of. the ti A 
-» Covenants. of aporks and grace.z—ſhew 


wherein they agree with, and eden 


tey differ from, each other. 


: n. Shew alſo what is meant by God's 
5 tting his law i in the inward parts of 


u 
* . people, and writing it in their 
'* hearts 3" and 313 


| III. Endeavour to give _ Keule of the 
phraſe which, concludes our text; in 
Which the Lord declares 4 Iſrael, that 
be will be their. God, and ot © * be 
een 1b Yo0! 


we — 
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by . J 
2 done, a few remarks re 
dhe whole. — Then we are, th ' 02 4 


1. Briefly to deſcribe the nature & th 
| two covenants of works and graces: z — 
\ſhew. wherein they agree with, and 
wherein they differ fram, each other. 


The covetiant' of works, or the MW Was 
bat given to Adam for the rule and trial of 
his obedience. It was after ward given to 
ae by Meer, on Mount Sal, on two 
tables of: ſtone. | Itg contents are precepts, 
promiſes, _ penaltitssi- It required or” 
fect obedie ; promiſed 1 life on that c 
dition, and en death in Cafe of * 1. 
ure. It is a noble deſcription of God's 
moral perfections; and Confidery all mo as 
che ſutjects of his governinent': And tho 
it requires nothing but what is perfectly 
reaſonable, it — 9 witli the _ 
violation or breach, g 
It is called, by way of diſtinQion, 0 11 
TFovenant; and that af grace is called, the 
new coyenant. This ditinRicn reſpebts not 
the dates of their 0 made, but the dates 
of their promulgation,” In this ſenſt tho 
law took che lead, or was firſt made 
kown to man: But even here "the goſ- 
pel was not long behind the law. The firſt 
took date at man's creation, the other at 
his fall, In their griginal 9 
0 


1-9 
the divine councils, their dates were they 
ſame. The decrees of God were eternal. 
Firf and. ſecand, old and neu, are terms we 
uſe in reference to the ſucceſſion and order 
of things as they appear to us. Farther, 
he eee a being of per · 
e& rectitude, Juſtice, goodneſs and truth: 
And at the fame time requires truth in the 
inward parts; and that man ſhould love his 
Maker and Lord with all his heart and ſoul, 
and ſtrength. The covenant of grace is 
_ what the name given it fitly deſcribes it is 
All grace. It contains all our ſalvation, and 
al} that ye can deſire. In it, and through 
it, God appears and acts in the moſt lovely 
character of the God. of; all, GRAE 8. The 
| me it is uot Hoare. ebe 
_ ä buſipeks is 9 
reſpe cke cheſe two covenants agree; and 
1. They, are both of God. They-owe 
their exiſtence (fo. to ſpeak) to the ſame 
Author, Hence the law is called The law 


*is 4 th My low". Tie che mind nod, jb 


of God revealed to man, as the rule of his 
obedience. ; And I would be the more care» 
5 to have this underſtood, inaſmuch as 


rid wy 
. . win dic. . 12. „ae 30. 


H 
tiers is ground to fear that ſome entertain 
very ſlip hty and toofe notions of the law; 
_ regarding it, and ſpeaking of it as if it Was 
the lat of a Meg, à Turk," or à Hrant. 
Hence we real of ſome, 10250 dcr to be 
retebtys of the Jaw; und know nt what they 
for V Hor” "tobereof Phey affirm. Tgnorance is 
hete"'given' as the reaſon of © their- unjuſt 
and extravagant poſitions and: affirmations: 
I wih the eaſe may not be found otherwife 
with ſome that t they endeavour to invali⸗ 
date the law from a kind of libertins enmity 
1 it. But then, the covenant'of grace 
too is from God. In Fſal. Iæxxix. 1. he 
Gy LP have male @ covenant with my E 
Sc. i. e. with Chriſt; and it is twice 
more in the fame Pſalm called his Ovvenant. 
But it is needleſs to enlarge here. 
2. Theſe Covenuntę wert both given for the 
good of men.” "There is nothing in either of 
them but what is perfect and profitable. The 
law 18 holy, juſt and good. It is of great ufe 
to ſhew men their duty; to point out to 
them what is right and what is wrong. It 
krequires nothing but what is reaſonable and 
'profitable, and it forbids nothing but what 
is hateful and hurtful. The Apoſtle ſays, - 
Vs riony the Law is good if a man fe it la- 
Fully, = Tim. 1. 9. When then may a man 
. 21 Tim. i. 27. . 


279d oh 


be ſaid to uſe, i awfully POE Not when he: 


makes obedienoe to it 0e candition of a ſin- 
ners acceptance with God. 2. Nor when 
he denies it co be che rat,of the bliever's 

life. Whoever: holds either of \theſe, noti- 


— makes an unlawfull uſe of the law, and, 
is an enemy to God. „ have an extreme a- 


derſion to hoth theſe notions; and wiſh to 
be the happy inſtrument of preſerving you, 

my brethren, from them. Is there no uſo, 
Po the law but to juſtify us before God? 


or muſt we maker no uſg of it all ? Is not 


this to abuſe the law to miſ- place and wrong 
apply it? to refer it to purpoſes for which 


the blefled, God never deſigned it? certain 


ly. it is. To uſe it lawfully, then, is to ſpeak. 


well of it, to ſtudy it with awe and An 


rence, to ſhew of what uſe it is to convince. 


the ſinner of fin and af his loſt condition, and 


though the ſinner cannot keep it, no failure 
is to be laid to the law's charge, nor any 
abatement made in its demands. Again, 

It is lawfully uſed, when it is regarded 
by the belieyex as the only rule of his obe- 
dience. A godly man loves the law and the 
goſpel, and ſees an abſolute neceſſity for 


both. The goſpel points out to him the 
way of ſalvation— the law his. manner of 


converſation. The one ſhews him the way 
to. believe, and the other, the way to Jive, 


lik I hat | 
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wilt then have me 1 de? are queſtions of 
the greateſt moment; the former of whieh 
8 anfivered by the goſpel, and the latter by: 


| the kw.—Or in other words, Jeſus, as Sa- 


viour: and Sovereign, reſolves them both. 
The good man goes to the law and to the 
teſtimony, and takes the whole word of 
God as the ground of his faithy and guide 
of his life. He meditate in the law of God 
day and Tight : ge tx hit in it after the in 
ward mam. © Bleſſed experience has -taught 
Rim, that in leepmng God's commundments 
there it great reward,” F am ful perſunded 
war they who love the goſpe} moſt, love 
the law moſt; they who are 10 friends to 
grace, afe none to wWoOrH˙8SE; nor are they any 

friends to works that are not friends to grace 
aſs." Let it therefore remain as an ever- 
laſting truth on our hearts, chat the nobleft 
advocates-for free grace, are the nobleſt wor 
vorktes for good Works. Again. 
The two eovehants agree in this Ao 
there was to each a Mediator: Moſes to 
the one, and Pefier ts the other: The law 
Wits ordained. by Angels i in the bands of Me- 
#atof;*Gal. iti: 19. and we are told, that 
chert i one God, and one Mrdiutor hetaueeñ 
Got and mien; the nan Ohrs if Feſur, 1 Tim: 
Ft. 'S Vet the mediation of the Law- giver; 
differed 


E 131 
Hiffered greatly from that of the Saviour: 
He indeed ſpoke'to God for the people, and 
to the people for God; but then he was not 
reſponſible for their fins, though he brought 
and taught them the law, and made inter- 
ceſſion for them. Chriſt became ſurety in 
the covenant of grace; he acted as a princi- 
pal in behalf of his people. He was ſet up 
from everlaſting as their Covenant- head and 
Repreſentative—agteed to take their na- 
ture, and to ſtand accountable to God for 
their guilt. He knew how to lay his hands 
on both parties as a good day mun, and to 
bring about a reconciliation between _ | 


offended and the offending. EVE, 

Once more, There is another point inwhich | 
theſe covenants agree; and that is, Bey arp + 4 
Both perpetual and everlaſting. The law can 1 


never be annulled or made void. Its penal- 

ties or curſes will be executed on the wick | | 
ed for ever, and the godly will be under it 
as a rule of life for ever. I don't fay we 
ſhall want a written revelation in Heaven, 
but I believe we ſhall know much more of, | 
and delight much more in it, here than here. 9 
Heſides, If the law be the will of God, 
that we ſhould obey him, this will akways 
be his will; nor would it be poſſible that 
we ſhould obey him even in Heaven with- 
out a'rule;—and what rule ſhould this be 
6 C but 


14} 

but his zw? Love to God and our: belle 
creatures are the grand contents of the law 
and in glory the ſaints will exerciſe this one 
in the moſt perſect manner. Again, 
The covenant of grace will always con tis 
nue; it is ardered in all things and ſure * ; and 
the Lord ſays, my covenant. will I nat break, 
ner alter the thing that. is gone qut of my 
lips *. It is ratified by the promiſe and oath 
of the Father, and by the death and blood 
of the 8on. Herein conſiſts the ſafety. of the 
ſaints. Could God change or break his co- 
venant they might periſh; but be it the Lord 
and changeth not, therefore they are not con- 
ſumed . In a word, were the law abrogated 
as a covenant of works, and as a rule of life, 
there would be no puniſhment for the fin» 
ner; nor duty, obedience, or diſobedienoe in 
the believer. And we may add, if the coye» 
nant of grace were broken. there-conld, be 
no ſalvation for any. 

Let us bleſs God then for a covenant, on 
the unchangeableneſs of which he has pledg- 
ed his veracity and honour, and on the ſame 
principle ſecured his people fer ever. But 
as notice will be taken of theſe things, when 
we are a little farther advanced in this diſ- 
courſe, for the ah we Ain . and 
| proceed, | 
— ei h Mal, l. 6. 

7 To 


1 15 1] 
70 ſhew Werren theſe covenants * 
And 
op, That ef works is made up of eabapte; 


injunctions, and commands. It points out 


to man his duty to God and his neighbour; 


and in aſe of failure, it threatens puniſh- 


ment, as we have feen above, It is a per- 
fect law, and was at firſt given to a perfect 
creatute: It is true, man by fin has loſt 


His power to obey, but the law's authority 
to command is perpetually the ſame: Thoſe 
Who aſſert that the law is relaxed, and made 


milder; would do well to ſhew us wherein, 
and how far, this was done. He that ſpake; 
as nevet man ſpake, has aſfured us, That he 
came not 10 deſtroy the law, and that Hea- 
ven and earth may paſs, but one jot or one tit. 
He; ſhall in no wiſe paſs fram the law'. Now 
the covenant of grace is made up of deelara- 
tions and promiſes. It is no improper ex 
preſſion to call it, a Magazme of mercies. }' 
does not call the finner to duty, and threate 
Him with damnation in caſe of diſobedience 
but it calls the needy, the weary and hea\ 
laden to peace, reſt, liberty and happineſs. 
2. Theſe covenants differ in this part 
cular, that of works makes no proviftc 
for ſo much as one of Adam's rained fac. 
The a ts indeed xray Og? to 


1 Matt. v. 17, 18. 4 


x * 
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- the-purpoſes of good government and good 
conduct: It alſo ſhews ſinners their ſtate by 

nature, and very awfully aſcertains their de- 
ſerts as tranſgreſſors, but provides them no 
relief. The ſinner may cry for help, and 
die without receiving it from the law: What. 
the law could not do, in that it was weak thro” 
be fleſb, (faith the Apoſtle) God ſent bis n 
Son; &c. © Now the law is not weak in vin 
dicating the innocent, or condemning, the 
guilty; but its want of ability is ſeen in ſal- 
vation matters. It can by no means clear 
the guilty :. Pay me that thou oweſt, is its 
language to every offender. I. curſes every. 
ane that continueth not in all things written 
in it to do them. If we alk, What is our. 
duty to God or our neighbour ? the law 
can anſwer us; but if we aſk, What we 
muſt do to be ſaved ? it has nothing to ſay 
to us. By the deeds of 1 the law ſpall no fleſh. 
he juſt Shed in God's fight  ; by it is the Rae 
ledge of fin, but not of a Saviour. 

The queſtion then is, Where is falvation 
to be had ?—and the anſwer is, In the co- 
venant of grace. In this great and early 
tranſaction, the three perſons in the Holy 
Trinity agreed upon every circumſtance, ne- 
ceſſary to the ſalvation of finners. Very 
juſtly therefore is this covenant faid to be 


k Ron. viii. 3. 1 Gal. iii. 10. m Rom. iii. 20. 
ordereq 
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erdered in alli things and ſure. The blelſed 
Saviour acted on the part of ſinners; he en- 
gaged to come into the world, obey, and 
die in their name and nature. In the an- 
tient act of election, the relation between 
Chriſt and his people was conſtituted; and 
in the covenant of redemption he On 
and acts, as their kinſman and ſurety: - 
a word, the proviſion made in the cove- 
nant. of grace is ſuch; as lays the moſt ſolid 
foundation for the Chriſtian's faith, love, | 
and joy; bere, my is all our _ 
vation, and all aur aefire. 1» 11 577) 

Permit me, in a word or two more, juſt 
to obſerye,—That though the law cannot 
juſtify—that we are nat ſaved in whole or 
part by the deeds. of it yet it ſuſtains no 
injury, or loſs, through the ſalvation which 
is by grace. Paul puts this important queſ- 
tion, I the Jaw againſt the promiſes of God? 
as if he had ſaid, Do the law and the goſ- 
pel claſh, contradict and thwart each other? 
Do they act like the builders of Babel, one 
build up and the other pull down? God 
forbid ! On the contrary, he aſſures us, That 
if there had been a law given, that could have 
given He, -verily en n have 
ßeen by it.. | 

.  Suppaſcafelonis eva andbrought 

n Gal. iii. 22. 

OY to 
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 to'ths place of execution, and at the mo 
ment when he is going to be turned off a 
ſhould arrive from his prince; how! 
aſtoniſhing would de the -mercy? and yet 
the law of the land not injured; In like 
manner, when God ſhews mercy, the law - 
is not injured. Indeed this cannot be, ſince 
Chriſt has ſatisfied juſtice for NY ſoul (tha 
is pardoned and ſavet. 

One thing more ws amen whores 
in theſa covenants differ; and that is, the one 
is braten, and the other is not, nor indeed 
can be, The covenant of works was broken 
almoſt as ſoon as given; it is too true {ſa 
to ſpeak) that all men have broken it : An 
beve finnied,- and cume ſbort of the glory of 
Cad Where is the ſon or daughter of A. 
dum to be found that has not broken the law ? 
not one in Heaven, earth, or hell ! but bleſſ- 
ed be God, the covenant of grace can never 
be broken. In the verſes before our text, tho 
Lord faid, I will make a new covenant with 
the houſe-of Iſrael and Judah ; not according 
ta that which I mage with their ' fathers, 
{which my covenant they brake, &t.} No, 
(to ſpeak after the manner of man) God 
would- take care to make one which they 
never ſhould have it in their power to break. 
And in chap, xxxiii. 20. God ſays, / you 

| Rom. iii. 23. 8 $4 


cd 


87. 

tan break my covenant with day anit e. 
© then may alſa my covenant be broken with Das 
vid my ſervant, i. e, Chriſt; This then is:the 
better covenant, (fiabliſhed on better promiſes, 
. of which, in Heb. viii. 6. Paul (peaks: 
Theſe promiſes are not conditional they 
reſpect the poor ſinner's fate, and not his 
works, In a word, they reſpect what God 
is to do, or will do, for his people; and he 
never will deceive them: My covenant will 
{ not break, is the language of his bleſſed 
goſpel. O what comfort hat confirma · 
tion is here for every ſoul that ſees his need 
of ſalvation! Finally, the caſe ſtands thus: 
If it ever had been in our power, to bre ak 
the covenant of grace, we ſhauld have done 
it ; but it was made with Chriſt, the Lord 
from Heaven, and who never finned; wheres 
as the covenant of works was made with 
man who ſoon ſinned, and we in him. I 
grant, indeed, that the law remains pure, 
though it is broken; but then man is un- 
done: and jf the covenant of grace could 
be broken, we ſhould be ruined for ever. I 

ſhall conclude this head with - P/al. cxi.. g. 
He ſent redemption to his people, be commands» 
ed bis covenant for ever; holy and * 
10 bis name. 1 „ e 


- We 


1 26 ] 
II. We are to ſhew what is meant by the 


| Lords putting his law into the inward parts 


of his people, and writing it in their hearts. 

Poſſibly reſpect may be had to the whole 
wed of God, as the term lad is often there 
uſed in this ſenſe; the expreſſion implies, 
that prior to this act of the Lord's, the law 
was not there; neither law nor goſpel has 
any place ( in this ſenſe) in the hearts of ſin- 
ners by nature. Hence we read, That the 
turnal mind is enmity againſt God, and is not 
fulect to the lam of God, neither indeed can 


ber. For though all men may be ſaid to have 


ſome knowledge of right and wrong, good 


and evil, ac the Heathens, who ſhew Fo work 


of the law norittenin their hearts," Sc. yet, 


I chink, this rather expreſſes their 4nowledge 


ot it, than love to it; and is a concluſion to 


be drawn, not from their rectitude, but their 


rationality: A moral a gent (which man 
undoubtedly is) cannot be without ſome 


| ſenſe of good and evil. 


But my deſign is to confine the improve- 
ment of this head chiefly to the nora law. 
This law was originally written on tables 
of ſtone, to which the phraſe here uſed, 
may refer; and I would obſerve, that the 
heart is the very ſeat and centre of true 
religion. — A few refined ſpeculations float- 
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ing 
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10 care dr f me app. earan. 8 {of & o- * 
ie ite, enter but 2 A little way | ins 
00 bal th tpi fit of relig ion. Nethige tho: rt 
an 4 15 Pl CH of 18 Word to the heart, 


ak a Sh ! It =] 3 
nes, can g 8 and be 'of uſe 

abate . The os in the text aſſures, 

2 5 une 1 vill write his law, in | 

res of | "his peop He Will truſt the 
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- fl TA" no other, elt they . a8 the 
ale not, capable's oh ti 5 edge own WS - 
N. aft inſt ance of his gra ce | and goodnels 
to ery e e will I'do 850 when 
| FLO decl lates; he Will do this, or chat, 
we ma "depend'or n his Word; he i Is od, 

nd no man, | "therefore ane tepent 2 
oÞ ch: age. he 251 of God i 1s the grand, 
Bri 12805 or ny on which all his operations. "a 
1 gies an d prov vidence turn, . Now then, 
0 veftion 18, & at is meant by God's 
fins or writing is liw in his people 
Bae And no 5 t 1485 i wet 
rramety, bis imp DIE the heart with a a, : 
ſcnſe x it; bow Bart 1 55 will to its? autho- 
it fs an Excitin vs, "the affcons to, love it. 
The heart, 5 nature is hard as ada- 23 
mant, 1s made e grace, and ſuſcepti- 
ble of theſe"? oO 1 is turned as 
Ay © 5 the 5 (to Fee a phraſe from 
the book of Fob J 25 as war made ſoft re- 


D eeives 


(22.1 | 
ceives the ſignature. | In ſhort, the lay: 
written in the heart, is the true copy, coun- 


ter- part, or duplicate, of the law as it ſtands he 


in the word of God. And now, its being 
in the heart, muſt mean the love the Lord 
creates in his people to it. So when Paul 
expreſſed his ſincere love to the ; Philippians, | 
he ſaid, becauſe I have you in my heart * ; as 
much as to ſay, I love you greatly—l love 
you exceedingly! In like manner, the be- 
liever loves the law—he loves it in his very 
heart! Hence David ſays, The law of thy 
mouth is better to me, than thouſands of gold. 
and ſilver, Pſal. cxix. 72. And again, ver. 
7. O how love T thy law ! and Paul, could 
fay, 1 delight i in the law of God after the in- 
ward man, Rom. vii. 22. In the love of 
theſe eminent Saints, there was, no doubt, 
ſome imperfeCtion ; and ſo there is in every 
act of the Chriſtian while on earth, whether 
external or internal. Jeſus only could ſay, 
in the perfect ſenſe of the. expreſſion, Thy 
law js within my heart, Pſal. xl. 8. Yet the 
believer loves and reveres the law; and al- 
though he is convinced there is no juſtifica-- 
tion 57 the deeds of it; no acceptance with 
God on the foot of it; (being very well aſ- 
ſured that this is by the righteouſneſs of 
Chriit alone) yet he conſider his e 
4 Phil. 47. 


- o_— 
. " on 


ons to God and his law, not hereby leſſen- 
ed but ſtrengthened. —But thexe is another 
| queſtion to be aſked, and anfwered; and 
that is: Does the writing of the law in the 
heart, annul, or ſet aſide, the believer's obli- 
gations to it, as a RULE OF LIFE ? Suppoſe 
we grant it does; What would be the conſe- 
- quences? Why in ſhort, that ido/atry, blaſphe-- 
my, fabbath-breaking, diſobedience toparents, 
murder, adultery, theft; bearing” falſe witneſs, 
covetouſugſt, &c. are nofins, Dreadful doctrine 
indeed *! And yet; if the Jaw is not the rule 
8 One would really think it im | lethat any man, who 
bath read and ſtudied the Bible, ſhould be ſo ding as toaf- 
firm, or ſo credulous as to believe, that the Chriſtian has 
nothing to do with the law: but alas] orthodoxy in faith, 
{as well as purity in life) is become a rare thing in theſe 
dlays of degeneracy and corruption. The man who denies 
ſalvation by. grace, —and he who denies that believers have 
any thing to do with the law, put together, make a com- 
plete, and a confirmed Deiſt: The one diſowns the goſ- 
I, the other the law; and fo adieu religion for ever! 
We cry out againſt popery, fuperftition, idolatry, febiſm, c. 
Aindeed we have reaſon ſo to do) but let me aſk, Whether 
there is any ſpecies of heterodoxy, or irreligion, more dar- 
ing, or more dangerous, than to deny ſalvation by grace; 
er to deny the law to be a rule of life? If one of the 
former opinion, ſhould tell me he is a friend to the 
29/24 ; or one of the latter, that he is a friend to ute and 
| a I ſhould think it no more eligible to believe him, 
than if an adherent of the Pretender s, ſhould tell me, he was 
a friend to the Hanover Family, and the ſucceſſion of the 
Crown in the Proteſtant Line. The beſt religion in the 
world, is to truſt in Chriſt for a WROTkR ſalvation ; and to 
walk according to his law in our converſation. - Did I fa 
the beſt religion ? Tis the only one that deſerves ta be call- 
ed good This will ſtand the trial, and prove genuine and 
current; when Heaven and earth hall paſs away, and the 
duration we ſtile Time, ſhall be no more, | 
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t it may be geld, Be | 
28 22 men, n lawleſs, 427 22 
Bedient, Gc. as in 1 Jm. i. 9. Towhieh I 


8 4 24 þ 
e de heyer's walk, this muſt he . : 
For where : na law it, f there in nog en 
Take away the law, as a rule « | 
the Chriſtian would be Uke; the | 
could neither do good n nor evil. We xe 
grant that the behiever i 1s dead to it, | 
livered from it, as 4 covenant. ! 
under it in this ſenſe, we ould. 
the cwrſe; but 5520 bas Tp 
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anſwer, the threatening, or penal part of the 
Jaw, was not made for a righteous man; 
we have laws in our nation againſt theſe, * 


burglary, murder, Ge. but theſe helong vo | 


to the innocent, or guiltlefs ; they were not 
made for them, but for the wicked, the a> 
bandoned, and ptophane. But ſome Who 
deny the law to be the behever's rule of lite, : 
do yet give out that they are enemies to 
vice, and friends to obedience They pre- 
tend to know, that the believer will live to 


God—that- he is under (what they term) 
the law of love, Sc. "Recurdionty, we and, | 


many who are avowed enemies to the dif- 


| tinguiſhing dogrines of the goſpel ; who, 


t Rom. iy. 15. v Gal. l. 13. 


yet 


| - a rule 0 


1 } 
2785 to bo friends of Chaiſt, and talk 
an bog they call the goſpel, the grace 


d mergy. 2d; when, alas! it is only an 
:deal, or mmagmery golpel ; tis another goſ- 
— The is not a goſpel. In like man- 
ver, 17 who have diſcarded the law, as 
| life, notyithſtanding their preten- 
ces to Obedience, and the law of love, have 
inyented another law, which is not another. 
There are three things abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to gbedience, or or the performance of 
good works: a good principle ;-—2. good 
rule; —and a good end. Now what are 
ee Þ teve to God; —the /aw of God ; | 
To ghry of God? Suppoſe any one 


He 775 to he Wanting, no man can per- 
Þ- 1 m 3. 7 Wett to all . Away 
Then Wit Web e 1.21 s, and ima» 
inary laws. Let us od for our Bi- 
es, and bear a ieady*teſtimony "pink all 
gal, and all Kcentious Pede Let us 
not add to, or diminiſh from the WHOLB 
word of God ; ; but efteem. it concerning all 
s t0 be right, and hate every falſe Way. 
Ts 10 our bleſſed Lord taught thoſe that 
Jove him, to keep his commandments ? and 
which be they, but thoſe that are written in 
the Bible? He hath aſſured us alſo, That 


_whoſoryer Tres a leaſt of theſe,and * 


1 26 1. 
en 72 G; ze called the leaſt in the kingdom f 
Heaven. What cauſe of grief and mourn- 
ing then have we? while we view ſome, 
who pretend to be friends to virtue and mo- 
rality, and are ſtrenuous adverſaries to the 
| | doctrines of grace; and others, who pretend 
6c be friends to the goſpel, are endeavour- 
| ing to'have it believed that Chriſtians have 
| | nothing to do with the law ! Is not the diſ- 
| tinction between walking according to this 
| rule, and truſting to what we do, very eaſy 
and obvious ? May not the believer obey the 
| | law, and yet ruſt in Chriſt? Nay ought he 
| 


not to be careful, very careful, to maintain 
good works in his converſation, and yet re- 
nounce them in his juſtification ? Certainly 
he may; and this I boldly pronounce to 

| be right: —this is religion |—this is the 
ie | = 

| IK Permit me to obſerve farther, That God 

| puts, or writes his goſpel, in the hearts of 
| his people, as well as his Jau: So ſays Paul, 
| | The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and 
in thy heart ; that is the word of faith which 
we preach, Rom. x. 8. But does this vacate, 
annul, or ſet aſide the goſpel ? No, certain- 
ly; and yet if 1 have nothing to do with 
. the lay written in the Bible, becauſe it is 
ll Fritten in my heart, I have the ſame rea- 


1 | * Matt. v. 19. 


ſon 


ps 
(; 27. 1. 


fon to ſay, I have nothing to do with the, 
goſpel, becauſe it is written in my heart. 


But the real, judicious, experimental Chriſ- 


tian, hath not ſo learned Chriſt. If we have 

experienced the power of the word, we 
| 1 live (in ſome meaſure) according to 
it. The leading and governing principle of 

a man's heart, will be ſeen in the general 
tenor of his life. By their fruits ye ſhall know 
them”, is an invariable rule of judgment. 
If therefore men love the law, they will ſpeak | 
well of it, and endeavour, through grace, to 
keep it. While thoſe whoentertain no favour- 
able notions of it, will ever be quibblin gat, 
and quarreling with it. The fact in brief is 
this: the man who has experienced the grace 
of Godin truth, is a real lover of holineſs, and 
deſires ever to follow that which is good : 

his greateſt burden is fin, and he pants after 
holineſs, in heart, lip, and life; and by this 
he does not mean an affected, or phariſaical 
ſanctity, in the view of men; but a holi- 
neſs proceeding from his union to Chriſt, 

and an obedience directed to his glory: He 
rejoices that he is not under the law, but un- 
der grace; yet does he not ſin, becauſe be is not 
under the law,and that grace may abound. No, 
he abhors the thought | The true Chriſtian 
is not a ibertine nor a Jegalift; he neither 


y Matt. vii. 20. 


makes 


| 
| 
| 
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et Sabioüf of His works, er bes ce 
the negleck of them. Grace has tinght $f 


Þ 10 00 fl le can for tlie glory of God; ah 


then Wirh all h unmlity, 8 0. lirnſelf an 
uh profitable Fn. Finally, If; Göre, hs? 
1 of Gt rts,. 


been OIL in Faak heart „% 


you Wilk manifeſt this in yö ur Hes; and io} 


| a” telt 56a; with” Rebels tl Plaine, 


is out" duty fo'todb; A 4 as f many as 5 
acc ding to this Rite”; eace be on Them, and. 


mer and an the | rael of God”. Bat, 


III. We att now to confi der 5 5 ale. 
that' cohicludes kb: whic h Tuns BR, 
Pebill he theif Cod, aud they Jhall be my peop 
This Phlale i 18 rene of the far 4 
alick defigü of the covenant of grace; it is 
all epitome of the goſpel, and the glorious 
and gracioũs language” of it. lere is "no 
mentiom of conditions, or offers ; ; nothing of 
man's wilt or power: the 'delign and 115 5 
elaratioff of God art abſolute: Some tell i us, 
that faith and repentance are condi tions, on 
man's part, in the covenant of grace, "which 


is a dangerous Error. Theſe : are gifts of 


God, and bleffings 'of the covenant; 'were 
they TOY they e could not Vo gifts; 


Kean 


and hott g zifts, they cannot be ond 
In'thecovenaiit of works, man's obedi-" 


_ efice Was conlidered as the grand conditis 


2 "Gt: vi. 15. 
: on 
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| et er it; but! in the covenant df | grace, 1 6 
_ *raſeiis quite dtherwife. Werte It conditi- 
-onaly it Would = of 1 dut We are 
aſſured: that ; that "the pro mye 
"might be fare r 41 efer wm be ay 
God, is 4 precious declaration, and t eplete 
| with: ſtrong cn lation for the heirs 77 pro- 
miſe; Te 15 really on hews to thoſe who 
have fed for refuge, to lay hold on the 1 

br before them. 7 Riſe of this g 
declaration is, that God will be all Fare 0 
his Pebple, and will do all that for them, 
which is neceffary to promote, and perpety- 
ate their comfort here; and their hap pineſs 
Bereafter: It is calculated to ef voy 
increaſe faith; and cheriſh in the faints the 
10800 pleafing views of God and glory. The 
Lord derlares this; to his people, as on the 
houſe top; He makes no ſecret of it; be 7 
not afſBameil to be talled their God, their Fa- 
ther; und their Portion. Can the believer de- 
fire more? If God be his; he has, indeed, a 
godly heritage. Hence David fays, Whont 
Bave I in Heaven hut ther? and there is none 
upon earth I defire beſides tbee. Much to 
the ſame purpoſe is the language of the 
Church, The Lord is my portion, faith my 

out," der will 7 bope in him. 


* Rom. iv, 16. Pfal; uit. 25. b Lam. m 26; 
\ ws They 
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WET, be my Te LOR pri . 
vine engagement. ingly. w 
"find "the . pt them, aſſe rting and 
ſupporting his claim to, = intereſt: in 
them, - in various places i In the word. He x 
calls them his people, his /ons and daughters. 
And it is faid, The Lord's portion is his peo- 


le; , Jacob i is the lot of his inberitance . 8 8 He 


is their Father, and they are taught to ad- 


dreſs him under that ſacred, character, . in 
theſe ſolemn words, Our F ather,which art in 
Heaven. And, as a father loveth and pitieth 


'bis children, fo God verb and pitieth them. 
Moreover, this promiſe, they {ball be my peo- 
ple, implies that they ſhall be brought to the 
knowledge of him: Hence we read, that 
they ſhall be all taught of the Lord; and 22 
they ſhall know the Lord, &c. It alſo ſign 

fies, that they ſhall be made obedient to 1 
Lord, as their Governor and King. By na- 
ture they are diſobedient, carnal, fooliſh, and 
filled with ſelf- importance; their minds full 


of enmity and rebellion againſt God and his 


ways; but in the great day of bis power they 
are made willing—willing to leave their ſins, 


to be ſaved by grace, and to ſerve the Lord 


in holineſs and righteouſneſs all their days, 
Thus then, they are not only the ſors, but 


c Deut. xxxii, 9 d Matt. vi. 9. 
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3 1 
: the OTTER. God; bis ſabjecte, as well 2s | 
Eis children. They are not only called to 
4 p participation of privilege, but to the per- 
formance” of duty: They are children of 
God, but then they are obedient children; 3 
'tis their delight to live to God, in a well 
ordered courſe of obedience, as well as to 
live by faith upon him, a8 their F ather : and 
Portion in Chl J fus. Once more, | 
This phraſe; in which God afferts pie 
claim to his people, may include in it the 
idea of his preſence with them, and care of 
them; He hath ſald, Fear not, ye men of 
Nat, "for I am with you; and again, I 
2 ne ber leave che, nor - fo: ſetke ; thee ; ; fo that. 
boldly fay, the Lord is my belper, nor. 
9 "fear what man can do do tnto ne >, 
Wherever his people aſſemble, 30 or come, 
he is with them, to guide and 5 them ;. 
2 they Paſs through the waters, be will be 5 
with them, and through the fire, the flame 
ſhall no of Eindle upon them. In a word, they J 
are, in the moſt peculiar, and emphatical 
ſenſe, the Lord's People: ; they are ſet apart 
for bin ſelf. that "they may ſhew forth his 
praiſe; they are his people now, and ſhall 
be his for ever ; his love to them i is un- 
changeable; he hath provided for them an 
e Ila. xli, 10, 13. f Heb. xiii. 5, 1 
a E 2 in- 
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able to ſeparate them rom the 
Gad in Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. appy then 


laid, and in two or three 5 — 4 fea 


ſo Pt 
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Ae and croyrns of glos 


| 45 Ot this great eſtate there is no aliena- 
tio 


n or forfeiture. z it is ſettled on the heirs 


£ of glory by an irreverſible grant of. grace. 


Their perſons and priyileges are 15 the 
Hands ef Chriſ = with him, th ey are 


heirs, and Joint | eirs of the heavenly. inhe- 


ritance. Nothing i in earth, or hell, 


155 


beyond all expreſſion. « or compare, is "the. 


page whoſe God is the Lord. Ina word, 


this precious promiſe, I will be ther Gad,. 


and they ſhall be my people, includes all they 


can want ar wiſh, to make them hol! 150 


happy. Happy in 4 way, and to a Free, 
that mocks deſcription, and almght cxponds 
the power of belief! 


Here then we ſhall fich che plag rſt, 
what may be Jearned from the whale, and 


. We TH that the El work 9 gl i 


| RI is of God. It took its riſe in the e- 


verlaſting covenant, and was carried ON by 


the jncarnation, obedience, atonement. and 
in terceſſion of the Mediator; is compleat- ü 
ed by the fulfilment of the promiſe of the 
Father, in the giſt of of the Holy Spirit. and 


in 


1.2 4 
4 the ſeveral branches of bi ſing can. 
fying- work on the hearts gf bis people. 
The won of God invariably aſctibes this 
falyation. o. grace, and neuer to work. N 
hath ſaved, and culled us wit“ hu holy calls 
ing not according to our wor ke, Aut occording 
tn, bis awn- purpoſe and gracm given ws. in 
Obris Feſnebefere the wenldibegan'*: 10 Als * 
2. We learn, that divine grace ſecures 
Obedience: and though it precludes Works 
from any ſhare in every part af falration, it 
includes them, or makes way for them in 
dur converſation. The Lord's: writing, his 
law in their hearts, is that which makes his 
| people. willing to obey! him, and cannot fail 
of giving them a reliſh for religion, and a 
delight in duty. The buſineſa of miniſters: 
is to explain, and enforce; the laws and or- 
dinances of God to his people, and . call 
chem, in his name, to a chearful diſcharge | 
af every and the practice of. e- 
very good wor Our Lord and his Apaſtles 
| did this, and we ſhould look up ta them. as 
our great patterns in doing the work of. 
the Lord. They who include works in 
falvation, or exclude them in converſation, . 
have but very im views of tneir Bi- 


bles, * are far from Ewing; themſelves. 
** 


e Tim 12 
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1 J. 
| ebe wil not 1 be aſhamed e. They 
ſhould not only utifold the riches of grace; 
preach Chriſt and him crucified but like- 
wiſe inculcate the duties of the law, and 
point out the way of Bolng as well as 
happineſs, In a word, Let us never ſepa- 
rate grace and works in the life and 
walk f the belie ver-. Shew me thy faith” 
without thy works, and I will ſhew thee my 
faith &y my works; is the pps emer 
true Chriſtian, | iq: 15. 01 at. 
Once more, tes dans dates! ente 
3. We may hence conclude, that the 
ſaints are ſecure. It cannot be ſuppoſed, 
much leſs believed, that they ſhould periſh,: - 
ſince Cad is ther? God, and they are bis peo 
ple. Fears they may have, and falls they 
may meet with; but they ſhall not fall fi- 
W Heaven above can be meaflired, or 
the foundations of the earth ſearched out be- 
neath, the Lord will caf of the ſeedvf Iſrael" * 


1 tete i in my beart, and declare, before God and 
men, That we ought to perform good works with as much 
care and zeal, as if our whole ſalvation, depended on 
them and when done, depend no more on them than if 
they never had been done. If thete is a full and fie 
ſalvation in Carr: for helpleſs | (and the — 1. 
abundantly declares there is) it is enough. Works, tho” 
uſeful and profitable in their place, have no part nor * in 
that great buſineſs : — 77. yo! of works, left any man fooald 


ia, wh ++ wi Jo! * 
3 h ver, 37. 


* 


Shs 


IE" H 
but, as we cannot aſcertaim the duneriſion 
of the former; we cannot allow the poſfibi- 
lity of the latter! Beſides the very'promiſe 
in the text, I aii & bein God; muſt mean, 
that he will be their God far cue We 7 
mould offer violence to Me joyful import f 
it, did we give it any other turn, o upp 
it any other way. In a word, the perfecti- 
ons, the grace, the veracity, and honour of 
| God, ſtand all engaged to ſecure his people 
from falling, and to preſerve them to his 
heavenly kingdom. And need we add any + 
thing more, than only to obſerve, that if 
Gad be fincere and faithful (and it were im- 
pious to ſuſpect it) his people are ſafe. They 
are beloved of the Father; redeemed by the 
Son; pardoned and juſtified, and ſhall be 
glorified. They are ſecured in the ever- | 
laſting covehantwhich can never be broken 
by man, and which God himſelf will never 
break *: What manner of perſons then ought 
they to be, in all holy converſation and godli- 
nei? I ſhall conclude the whole, with the 
paul obſerves, Gal. iii. 15. That a man's covenant (or 
one made by or betwixt men) if it be confirmed, no man da. 
nulleth or addeth to it: — Suppoling it to be a leaſe, boyd or 
indenture, or any other lawful contract, if it contains all 
the requiſites of a covenant, it cannot be overthrown. 


The Apoſtle argues from the leſſer to the greater; and the 
ſenſe is, That if a man's covenant cannot be broken, ſurely 


. the covenant of the God of Heaven never can. 


” 
o 


words 


beste af the. prophet Jfziab; chap, liv. 100 
Fur the minntoins foal!: depart; and the bills 
- Gt removed; butimykindie/r: ſhall wot | 
from: lar, neũlber hu tbe chvenunt-of 
Fate l remoued, ſaith tbe Lot, that 
werey en thee) | May God command hit 
Wange Ane, Vets 11 Nez bid * 
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